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OGS SPRING SEMINAR:  OGS President Billie Fogarty, professional genealogist 
Tony Burroughs, and  Workshop Chair Jan Fendley, relax after the late March 
seminar.
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DIDJA KNOW?
   More than 100 

people attended the 
March meeting and  

  120 attended          
the OGS Spring 

Seminar. 

 

WORD WISE

OGS Board members Jodie Cole and Jan 
Fendley will present a program on the Draper 
Manuscripts on Monday, May 7.  

These manuscripts, also known as the 
Draper Papers, were compiled by Lyman 
Copeland Draper, and are of great value to 
genealogists. He had planned to do a book and 
worked on it for more than 50 years. A New 
York native, Draper was secretary of State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin. Draper died 
in 1819, never having þnished.

But, his collection of interviews does exist. 
The collection is a series of handwritten 
interviews which he conducted, many in 
person, some in letters, some just scattered 
notes, about the old pioneers. Much of the 
information is absolutely a gold mine of 
information and includes information such as 
color of hair and eyes, where the individual 
was born, military service and much more. 
Extensive info -- 491 volumes on 123 reels of 

microþlm --tough digging for researchers. 
Jodie and Jan will discuss what the 

manuscripts contain and also explain how to 
þnd info in the collection. 

The meeting  will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Oklahoma History Center, in the Chesapeake 
Events Center, located at 2401 N. Laird, 
Oklahoma City.  

The Oklahoma History Centerõs genealogy 
library will be open until 7:45 p.m. for 
those who wish to do research.  OHS Staff 
and volunteers will be on hand to help  
For more information, contact via e-mail: 
OkGenSoc@aol.com.

OGS  
ANCESTOR FAIR

4 August 2007

 

OGS NEWSLETTER
Celebrating Oklahomaôs Centennial Year 2007

Take a New Look at DraperӚs Papers!

Ahnentafel Numbering System  is a 
method used to number a personõs 
ancestors. Ahnentafel is a German 
word that literally translates as 
òancestor table.ó  The number of a 
father is always double that of his 
child. The number of the mother 
is always double that of her childõs  
number, plus one. 

Ancestor Fair Coming!
You wonõt want to miss our August 4, 

Ancestor Fair -- a fun-þlled, kid-friendly 
event to celebrate Oklahoma families in 
a unique and exciting way.  

OGS President Billie Fogarty says, 
òWhile most of our meetings serve to 
educate about genealogy, history or 
research techniques, this event is to 
celebrate Oklahomaõs centennial, to 
highlight the importance of our families, 
and to have FUN.ó

Just a sample of the planned 
entertainments include: Re-enactors, 
Open - Mic Brag Sessions, Come in 
Costume - or not, Contests for longest 
beard, etc.
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May 7: Jodie Cole & Jan Fendley,  
ñDrapers Papers -- Using the Draper 
Manuscriptsò

June 4:  Debra Spindle, ñWagon 
Trains on the Oregon Trailò

Following a Grandmotherõs Wagon Train Story

COMING ATTRACTIONS!

 

 

 

The Oklahoma History Center 
(OHS) is located just across 23rd Street 
from the Governorõs mansion.  

There are two ways to reach OHS.  
Going south on Lincoln Boulevard 

north of the Capitol, turn LEFT (east) 
at the stop light at NE 28th, then south 
on Lindsay to the OHS parking lot. 
Another way in is going east on 23rd 
street past Lincoln, turn north at the 
þrst street intersection.

 

Weôre on the Web! 

See us at:

http://www.okgensoc.org/

AND we have a mailing list!

Send an email to:

ok-gen-soc-L-
request@rootsweb.com

... and put ñsubscribeò

 in the subject line.

The OGS Newslet ter  is 
published and distributed  in 
January, March, May, July, 
September, and November.

New in the OHS Research Library   
Jennie Slade, Acquisitions Chairman, reported these books at OHS 
Library:
1.  Virginia Genealogist Index, Volumes 36-50, Compiled by John Frederick 
Dorman, HB, 1082 pps. Fredericks, Virginia 22406-5218.
2.  Interpreting Land Records by Donald A Wilson Published by John Wiley & 
Sons, Inc., maps, charts, illustrations, 430 pps.
3.  Aqui Se Comienza, edited by Gloria M. Valencia y Valdez, Jose Antonio 
Esquibel, and Robert D. Martinez, New Mexico Genealogical Society, Family 
Heritage Publishers, Salt Lake, Utah, HB, 300th Anniv. of Albuquerque, 607 pp.
 4.  Ancestry of Margery Ruth Howe, 1600 -2002, Volume IV by Rogers Bruce 
Johnson, Penobscot Press, 283 pps. 

How to Reach the OHS

Debra Spindle believes in the 
importance of family stories and 
wants to reveal the lessons she 
learned while documenting her 
family legend. On June 4, Spindlle 
will share the story her grandmother 
told about an attack on her familyõs 
wagon train while crossing the 
plains -- an attack in which Spindleõs 
2nd great grandfather was killed by 
Mormons dressed as Indians. The 
grandmother, a child at the time, and 
her mother escaped and survived 
by eating ÿower pods. Spindle 
wondered how much, if any, of the 
story was true.

 Although she never found a 
diary of her grandmotherõs journey, 
Spindle has been able to doument 
much of the story.

A former teacher, Spindle was re-
cently manager at the OKC Down-
town Library for nine years, and 
now works part time at the OHS 
Research Library. Spindle says she 
proudly belongs to both Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas AND First 

Families of the Twin Territories. The 
sixth generation Texan from Perryton, 
says she has now lived in OK longer 
than Texas.

APRIL OGS: Mike Shores collects 
an autograph from Howard K. Berry 
III after the meeting.

Moman Pruitt, defender of early 
Oklahoma outlaws, was the subject of 
Howard Berryõs book. Pruitt, a Tulsa 
lawyer, won acquittals for 303 of the 
343 murder defendants he represent-
ed; none were ever executed. He once 
received a telegram that said, òIn jail 
charged with murder. Have $5,000. 
Will you represent me?ó Pruitt wired 
back, òI will be on the next train with 
two eye witnesses.ó

About an Early Outlaw Lawyer

  It is easy to place a Query in the Oklahoma 
Genealogical Society Quarterly.  

OGS members can post queries by 
emailing v.Jimenez@worldnet.att.net with 
the who, where, when, and what you are 
seeking about your ancestors.  Be sure to 
include your OGS member number along 
with your name and address. Donõt know 
your OGS member number? Find it in the 
upper corner of the mailing label attached 
to your Quarterly.

 Non-members need to send a dollar with 
their queries.   

Looking for a Lost  Relative?


