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JIM SLADE:  Local expert genealogist Jim Slade will present “Researching Land 
Records” at the Oklahoma Genealogical Society meeting Monday evening March 5 at 
the Oklahoma History Center. Visitors are welcome to come and learn from this excellent 
speaker. There is no charge to attend.

President: Billie Fogarty

First VP: Ruth  Moran

2nd VP: Jodie Cole

3rd VP: Fred Dittmar

Rec. Sec: Liz Codding

Corres. Sec: Rosa Flipse

Treas: Walt Stoyanoski

Asst. Treas: Jim Ike

 

DIDJA KNOW?
The Oklahoma 

History Research 
Center is open for 
researchers until 
7:45 pm on the 

Monday evenings 
when Oklahoma 

Genealogical Society 
meetings occur.

Rods, Perches and Chains: 
Instead of objects of medieval torture, 

these tools are a variety of measuring 
devices used to survey property two 
hundred years ago. 

1 mile = 80 chains = 320 poles, rods, 
or perches = 5280 feet

1 chain = 4 poles, rods, or perches = 
66 feet = 100 links

1 pole, rod, or perch = 25 links = 16 
1/2 feet

1 link = 7.92 inches

WORD WISE

As a family historian, you can fill in blanks 
on your family group sheets by using land 
records. But more than that, you may find a 
gold mine of information with much more 
than just names and dates.

Jim Slade will tell us how at this meeting.
Topics to be covered include how our 

ancestors acquired land, where and how to 
search for their land records,  why and how 
land was surveyed. He will explain types 
of land records, terminology, how to read 
rectangular legal descriptions, untangle 
metes & bounds descriptions, and how 
the information found in land  records can 
enhance  your genealogy research.

Jim Slade is a native Oklahoman who 
qualifies for First Families of the Twin 
Territories through all four grandparents.  He 
is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma 
School of Civil Engineering.  Before retiring, 
he was licensed to practice as both Professional 
Engineer and Land Surveyor in several states.  
Early in his career he was responsible for 
researching land ownership at courthouses, 
preparing property ownership plats, legal 
descriptions, deeds and rights-of-way plans 
for various portions of the Interstate Highway 
System.  He physically directed the survey 
of US Government property boundaries at 
many Corps of Engineer lakes including Table 

Rock Lake in Missouri & Arkansas, The 
Dardanelles in AR, as well as Lakes Eufaula, 
Wister, Sardis, Keystone and the Arkansas 
River Navigation System in Oklahoma.

An avid genealogist, he strongly encourages 
the use of land records and maps for 
genealogical research.  He has spoken on 
these subjects at National Genealogical 
Conferences in California, Utah, Colorado, 
Texas, Tennessee, Michigan and Virginia.

Jim is an active member of the National 
Genealogical Society and Oklahoma 
Genealogical Society.  

Jennie and Jim Slade recently celebrated 
their 56th wedding anniversary and are 
parents of three.
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March 5:  Jim Slade - Researching 
Land Records

March 24, OGS Spring Genealogy 
Seminar with Tony Burroughs (8 to 4) 
and FFTT Centennial dinner served at 
five o’clock pm. 

April 2: Howard Berry III, “Moman 
Pruitt, Defender of early Oklahoma 
Outlaws”

May 7: Jodie Cole & Jan Fendley 
- “Drapers Papers --Using the Draper 
Manuscripts”

June 4:  Debra Spindle: “Wagon 
Trains on the Oregon Trail”

OGS Spring Seminar Coming Up
If you remember the 1988 two-hour 

made for TV movie “Roots” and the vast 
interest author Alex Haley created in 
genealogy, you won’t want to miss Tony 
Burroughs presentation at the spring 
seminar. Burroughs, a professional 
genealogist and teacher in Chicago. spent 
23 years tracing his own roots.

In an inerview posted on the internet, 
Burroughs said, “If I could give one piece 
of advice (to family historians), I’d tell 
them to get a tape recorder and go to all 
their relatives and record them ... before 
they die. It’s the most important thing 
they could ever do.”

Burroughs was seen recently on PBS 
Television  helping Oprah Winfrey find 
her ancestors .

With the help of land and birth records, 
and courthouse documents, Burroughs 
traced the lineage of Oprah’s father 
Vernon Winfrey back through the US 
Reconstruction period to a long distant 
ancestor who was the slave of Absolam 
Winfrey, captured at Vicksburg.  Using 
DNA, the researchers were able to trace 
Oprah’s roots to the Kpelle people in 
Liberia. 

 As we all know, genealogy is a tricky 
craft to begin with, but especially difficult 
for African-Americans whose pre-Civil War 
ancestors often bore no last name or who 
could be traced only through an owner’s 
property records. You won’t want to miss 
this presentation. The all day seminar will 
be held in the Chesapeake room of the 
Oklahoma History Center in Oklahoma 
City on Saturday March 24. There is a fee. 
To learn more about it and to download 
the registration page, go to  http://www.
rootsweb.com/~okgs/

The Spring Seminar and First Familiies of 
the Twin Territories are official Oklahoma 
Centennial events. The FFTT banquet and 
annual meeting of First Families of the Twin 
Territories will be held at the same room, 
following the seminar.  Registration for this 
event is also available on the webpage, or 
call Billie Fogarty at 286-1190 or email her 
at OkGenSoc@aol.com.

COMING ATTRACTIONS!

 

What is FFTT?

The Oklahoma History Center 
(OHS) is located just across 23rd Street 
from the Governor’s mansion.  

There are two ways to reach OHS.  
Going south on Lincoln Boulevard 

north of the Capitol, turn right (east) 
at the stop light at NE 28th, then south 
on Lindsay to the OHS parking lot. 
Another way in is going east on 23rd 
street past Lincoln, turn north at the 
first street intersection.

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at:

http://www.okgensoc.org/

AND we have a mailing list!

Send an email to:

ok-gen-soc-L-
request@rootsweb.com

... and put “subscribe”

 in the subject line.

The OGS Newslet ter  is 
published and distributed  in 
January, March, May, July, 
September, and November.

New in the OHS Research Library
By Jodie Cole     

Jan Fendley and other OGS volunteers in the OHS Research Library finished 
shelving volumes of three publications: the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, New York Genealogical & Historical Record, and The New Eng-
land Historic Genealogical Society. Many years of these publications, bound 
by OGS, are now easier for researchers to find and use.  

The Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
(OGS) meets the first Monday of each 
month at 6:00 pm in the new Oklahoma 
History Center’s (OHS) Chesapeake 
Events room, 2401 Laird Avenue in 
Oklahoma City.

The meetings, which always feature 
a speaker with expertise in some area 
of  genealogy, are free and open to the 
public. 

How to Reach the History Center and Come to the Meetings

If your ancestors were in the present-
day Oklahoma before 16 Nov 1907 and 
you can prove it, you are probably eligible 
to become a member of First Families of 
the Twin Territories (FFTT).


